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soothes so many minds to-day. The first book of the De Libero Arbitrio is an admirable Pelagian treatise.
But he makes a direct and unsparing attack on his late colleagues in the companion works On the Morals of the Church and On the Morals of the Manichees.    It is clear (cf. 1.  u. cxii) that these were not completed and published until he had returned to Africa.    However, they were mainly composed during his stay at Rome, and so they reflect his mind and temper at that period.    It is in these that he discovers ' the most shameless pertinacity'   of   his   Manichean  friends.      The works  are  of little value   beyond  affording an indication   that   Augustine's   mind    is    already hardening into intolerance.    They are feeble in argument and poor in literary texture.    The first is a plain, ineloquent description of the Christian ideal and the monastic fervour and model communities (such as that at Marcella's palace) which it has inspired.    The argument is a challenge to the Manicheans to exhibit a similar inspiration. Had Augustine published this in Rome, his late friends   would    have   smiled   and   pitied   him. Jerome, who knew Rome, had already written (in 384) the letter to Eustochium in which, after at 'slate, aiul even ilu-M-
